
Black Velvet audio introduction 

 

Welcome to this introduction to Black Velvet The 

Documentary, a film by Mimi Koku . 

 

The following introduction will take about 8 minutes to listen to, 

and includes information about Black Velvet plus descriptions 

of featured artists and their costumes.  These introductions are 

available as both an audio file and a Word document via 

thecocoabutterclub.com/blackvelvet.  

 

As part of this introduction we describe the film’s featured 

performers. To avoid causing unintentional offence, please do 

not describe a performer using their character description, if 

you meet them in person. 

 

“Black Velvet" is a factual film spotlighting The Cocoa Butter 

Club and their founder, Sadie Sinner The Songbird. This is a 

film that explores the necessity for representation in the 

performing arts and is a celebration of the exceptionally gifted 

and incredibly hard-working community of people coming 

together to make that happen. The film is a blend of clips from 

the company’s rehearsal session, live performances, and an 

interview with Sadie Sinner The Songbird.  
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The rehearsal room is a bright, light-filled room with floor to 

ceiling mirrors and light brown, wood-effect flooring. The live 

performances are filmed at the Underbelly Spiegeltent on 

London’s Southbank. The Spiegeltent (which is Dutch for 

‘mirror tent’) is a large, purpose-built circular tent constructed 

from varnished wood and canvas, with red & green stained 

glass. The inside is decorated with mirrors and red, 

velvet-covered seating. The interview sections are shots of 

Sadie Sinner The Songbird filmed against a long, dark Purple 

roll of paper in a black room. 

 

The film opens with white text that reads “In the late summer of 

2019 award winning cabaret collective ‘The Cocoa Butter Club’ 

hosted a series of showcases at the Underbelly Festival on the 

Southbank. A film by Mimi Koku. Featuring performances by 

Symoné, Miss Demi Noire, Cleopantha, Ray Ray Circus, Velvet 

Jones, and other fabulous performers from The Cocoa Butter 

Club. Also featuring Cassie ‘The Phoenix’ Leon, Cynthia 

Franklin, and starring Sadie Sinner The Songbird. Black Velvet. 

A celebration of excellence dedicated to all performers of colour 

working in burlesque and cabaret.”  

 

Sadie Sinner The Songbird is interviewed throughout and is 

the main speaking voice in the film. Sadie is a dark-skinned, 
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Black woman with black, blue and blonde braids that cascade 

down her shoulders and chest. She has a septum piercing, a 

silver bar through her lower lip and small, ball-shaped piercings 

in the center of her cheeks plus a hidden piercing on the inside 

of her top lip. Her face is finished with shimmery gold 

eyeshadow and dark brown lipstick. She wears a mustard 

yellow jumpsuit, a large jewelled ring in the shape of a flower, 

big gold hoop earrings, and a necklace with a black, tear 

drop-shaped stone. During her live performances Sadie wears 

glamorous, beaded and bejewelled costumes with oversized 

jewellery. 

 

Black Velvet features snippets of live performance, rehearsal 

and behind the scenes clips that are shown intermittently 

throughout the film. These include the following artists; 

 

Symoné, a toned, dark-skinned, Black performer with long, 

light-brown curly hair that falls down to her waist. She wears a 

tight fitting, black jumpsuit while she dances on stage using 

flowing, contemporary movements. 

 

Ray Ray Circus, a Black, light-skinned aerialist who dances 

energetically on to the stage with a small brown suitcase in 

hand. In her act she wears an off-white, 1920’s dress with 
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off-white armbands around her biceps. Her Black hair is 

combed into a bouncing afro. During her act she uses a trapeze 

(hung 6-foot in the air) to spin, dangle and showcase her aerial 

tricks. 

 

Cynthia Franklin, the second speaker in the piece, is a 

light-skinned Black woman. Her thick, kinky brown hair up, 

which is held in place by a purple and yellow headwrap. Gold 

hoops hang from her ears, and she wears a blue and white 

jumpsuit. 

 

Misty Lotus is a fair skinned, voluptuous burlesque dancer 

whose black hair loosely tumbles in curls sensually down her 

back. She wears a white and silver diamond encrusted bikini 

with a pink and purple feathered train that moves with her hips. 

 

Cassie ‘The Phoenix’ Leon, the third speaker in the piece, is a 

lightskinned, Black woman with freckles peppered across her 

face. She wears her dark brown, wavy hair half up in a high bun 

and half resting on her shoulders with a yellow jumper 

underneath. 

 

Chiyo is a muscular, brown Drag King. He has short, shaggy 

black hair, a pencil thin moustache and a goatee. He wears a 
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black trousers, a black vest and a white shirt with tearaway 

sleeves. 

 

As well as the featured performers, there are also a large 

variety of drag, cabaret and circus performers-of-colour with a 

range of hair textures and styles in all different and beautiful 

shapes and sizes. 

 

The film also features a stylistic blend of old archival footage 

depicting Black ballet dancers, young Black performing arts 

students, and Black burlesque performers (such as Josephine 

Baker and Tarza Young). 

 

The end credits read:  

BLACK VELVET.  

Directed, shot and edited by Mimi koku 

1AC Ariella Rosa 

1AC Pauline Gefin 

2AC Bola Olashore 

 

Special thanks to Andrea Miller 

Special thanks to MET Film, Ealing 

Special thanks to The Cocoa Butter Club 
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The film lasts 28 minutes and 38 seconds.  

 

This is the end of the audio introduction to Black Velvet The 

Documentary by Mimi Koku. These introductory notes have 

been independently created and recorded by Koko Brown. 
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